BIRR, CARL AND
JOANNA (WEIZI(G) ”
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Fromt row { L to B Carl and Joanme Birr. Bnek row:
Esrcha Bire {Mre Willinm Mever of Kascts) aod
Eliza Birr (Mre. Willinem Hawker of St. Claic).

Lafr to right ore: Oscar Bier, Bertha (Bler) Meyar,
Eliza (Birr} Hawkher and Sogustn (Bireh Meyver,

Carl Birr wus born in the Provioes of
Porseoerin, Germany on June 11, 1512 Carl
wag g wogon-maker in Germany, He followed
thiz trade for a number of years and in bis
Loter vears e fulfilled his dream eod came Lo
Americe in 1884, with his wife, Joanna, to
make a hore for his growing family. Carl, at
the oge of 53, and his wife, Joanna, 43, and
their children, QOucar, 19; Charles, 15; Her-
man, ¥ Mary, T; Gusta, 4; and baby Beclha;
the family set out for America. The family
lncated in LeSuaeur County. Thowos lere that
Blizn was born on July 4, 1387, Four yeary
after they came to LeBueur County, Carl and
Jonvna purchased the A, Guthier farm and
moved to Bedn Township o 1355, The
family lived on the farm for a number of
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Jeanna (Weizigh Birr wos born on May 24,
1842, in Schosolzin, Cermany and married
Carl Birr in 1863, T this union, 11 children
were hoen, four of which proceded them in
death, Carl, Jownna, and family, were mem-
bers of the Union Church of Medo, and
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Rewverend Kilian of Mapleton was their
Fastor, Jopona died on June 20, 1805, and
Carl died on MNevember &, [913, and are
buried at the Morcew Cemetery near hlaple-
ton. After Joanme's death, Carl spenl his
rempining vears living with his children.

Deseription of the Carl Bicr Farm —
Bection 7 South % of MNorthwest %4, North
¥ of Southwest Y. 1652 acres.

(See history of Mary Birr (Mrs, Carl
Qehull).)

by Carol A, Maore

BISHMAN, LOUIS
AND HERMYNA
(KALOR)
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Louis Bishman, sendor, came to Mankato
in 1867 after a long journey with his wifie and
smpll Family from blonee, Ilineis. He was
born in Hesse, Darmetadt, Germnny, butl the
family came to America to setle the mew
world and find farm land. There was a rather
large settlemnent of German people in Illinois
gt that time and it seemed a good place to
gtart, After a fow wears there, wn older brother
came Lo Waseca, and finding it to his liking,
urged hiz younger brother to cobe too, Lowis,
and hiz wife Hermyne Kalor, formeely of
Hpxony, Germany, woved on to the growing
city of hMankato. This was in 1867, He bought.
land on the east zide of whet is now Lime
Strect wnd rmised a garden, a cow for milk,
and spent much of his time af commaon labar
and an a sodder.

Their family consisted of Elizabeth, who
peartied Herman Hesse and had four chil-
drem, before she died in 1898 at age 33
Charles married Emmae Schippel and, with
his brothers Louis and Herman setablished
& contrecting business s bricklayers. Many
of the brick buildings m the Mankate area
ware the work of the Bizhman heathers, Loais
atid Herman never merried, but Charles and
Emme had a son who died early and a
daughter, Esther, who grew up in the old
home, later mwarried Perey Handall, Their
dauphter, Svlvig, Mry, Les Guosolus, still
lives in Pemberton, Their old home on Broad
Atreet {with the “onion” oo top as was
popular at the time) still stands, Lowis
hecome @ draftaman, having stodied at
Mankate Commercial College, but later
became a city mail carrier. Minnie married
Willinm Jtrehel, caised two bavs in Mankato
and moved to 3t Paul, Ide morred Frank
Pixley, moved we Bouth Dakota for 8 time,
and later returned to Mankalo with their
farnily: Grace, a teacher, who marricd Fred
Harms; Hermyon (Haugen, Slebenbrunper)
who still lives in Menkato as her son en-
neth; and Harald who married Hattie Boeri,
Heorold's zom Frank iz the only one who
remaing in Mankato. The yvoungest child of
Lz Bisheman senior was Luells who hecame
a teacher and married Burten Ackerman, a
rurgl mail careler from Maplston, Their
children were Blizobeth (Mo Harvey An-
drews) of Delavan and Alice Gerth who still
lives in Mopleton.

by Alice A. Gerth

HISEDP, DR. IRA AND
MARY JANE (BERRY)
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Ira Bishop was a native of Wisconsin and
way born on the 27th doy of December 1348
in Waukesha County. Hiz father was a native
of Vermmonl and was o schaol tepcher an well
8z engeged in agriculture, so it is not surpri-
sing Tra hecamne incerested in a higher
edueation.

Ira Bizhop began his hipher education by
attending Whitewater WNormal School In
Wisconsin, After three wesrs at Mormal
School, he taught for a short time, In 1870 he
made a trip to Blue Eorth County with the
Richard Credicott family, nearby neighbore
who came here to settle

He returned to Wisconsin that foll, and in
1874 entered Bush Medical College at Chica-
g and began Lo study for his profession. After
graduation he worked in Palmyra, Wissonsin,
foor &1 phorl Lieme.

He had pleassnt memories of his stay o
Minnesota and decided to start out for
himself in Blue Earth County. T took his last
pentiy to make the trip. He stayed with his
friends the Credicotts uotil he could establish
biraself in & practice in Mapleton, Dr, Bishop
opened the firat doctors office in the village,
and built & thriving practice which losted
nearly fifty years.

Noted surgeans have said that De. Bishop
had & netural gift for surgery and he could
hawve rizen to prominence in that line bt he
wan content e do the work of the councry
doctor, administering to the sick and needy
of the community.

On Moy 10, 1880, Dr. Bishep morried Mary
Jane Berry. They established a home on the
wieut side of Mapleton (the Klein home)
where he engaped in dairy farming with a
herd of Jerneyms,

Dr, Bishop waz active in many civie
oeganizations. He zerved as 8 member of the
schion] board For years, He was also o member
of the public library board. He wes 8 member
of the Baptist Church, serving for years as
teacher of the men’s Bible class, He was &
merber of the Modern Weedmen of America
and the Odd Pellows.

Dr. and Mes. Bishop had seven children,
omt: som und six daughiers, His son, Ten, Jr,
became manager of the Clrde Iron Works in
Touluthe.

Two of his doughters married sons of
pioneer David Will, Kathrym married D,
Melville Will and lived in Bertha. Morsone
married Dr, Willisrn Will and also lived n
Bertha, Three more of his daughters retived
to the Bertha ore; Mrs. Elizobeth Beckmen,
birz. Huch Botremiller, now deceazed, and
Clare Bishop, The other daughier Mra,
Bernice {te lived in Florida.

by Jane Eichler
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