
Book Signing 
 

             Growing on Good Land 
 

By Margaret Burkholder Mett  
 

Growing on Good Land is based on a 
journal the author kept during the years 
1950-52, when she and her husband 
purchased a Minnesota farm and moved 
from Northern Iowa. The soil was deep 
and rich, but in desperate need of tile to 
drain the sloughs and potholes that 
dotted half the farm. Dilapidated turn-of-
the century buildings needed immediate 
attention. A month of blizzards followed 
their move in March 1951. They had left 
their two toddlers with their grandparents 
for three days but the stay turned into 
four snowy weeks. Without telephone or 
mail and usually snowed in, they began 
to paint long neglected walls, putty 
windows, and sand floors. They 
contended with antiquated buildings 
during blizzards outdoors, feeding and 
caring for milk cows and bred sows in 
neglected and run down barns. At last on 
Easter morning, weather permitted the 
Mett grandparents to bring the children to 
their Minnesota home. 

She reflects on the thriving small town of 
Comfrey, rearing a family, her teaching 
career, and women at work. Margaret 
evaluates the evolution of Minnesota 
farming and small towns. Above all, she 
exudes love of the land, gardens, 
teaching, and family. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

Books available for sale at the book 
signings. Refreshments will be served. 

Published by Minnesota Heritage 
Publishing. Books also available from:   

          www.mnheritage.com 

Reception & Book Signing 

Saturday, September 6 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm  

�d�����Ç�[�•���,�}�µ�•�� 
332 Center Street in Mankato 

 

Reception & Book Signing 

Sunday, September 7 
          10:30 am to Noon  

First Congregational Church  
 150 Stadium Court in Mankato  

 


